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Switzerland
Multilingualism, the political system, cultural diversity, impressive landscapes and the

people make Switzerland what it is. Thanks to its unique ability to turn what some
might view as constraints into opportunities, Switzerland is known to have a stable
economy and high quality of life despite being a small, landlocked country with few
natural resources.

Over many centuries, the country has evolved from == —

a loose alliance of small self-governing towns and

states to a fully-fledged federal state of 26 cantons.
Today, Switzerland has one of the most competitive
economies in the world thanks above all to its
highly developed service sector. As a country where
diverse traditions and cultures meet and interact, ' B e Sowiss-image
Switzerland is a melting-pot in the heart of Europe. Cultural life in cosmopolitan
Switzerland displays such enormous variety that in many ways, the country proves to
be a real paradise for aficionados of art and culture. Especially considering its size and
population Switzerland is a leading nation in terms of the arts.

i”“’ " ‘i& Being a hatchery of ideas for hundreds of years,

_ﬁ% Switzerland is furthermore one of the world s
&%ﬁ " 'most innovative research nations. With an excellent
: ~. education system and a highly competitive
research and development sector, the country has
; institutionalized a long tradition of excellence. If
©Musée de [Elysée that is what you are looking for for your education,
then you are in the right place!

Higher Education in Switzerland
Switzerland's university system is based on three pillars: (1) fundamental research,

(2) applied sciences and arts, and (3) teacher education. Each university type serves a
specific purpose in the Swiss education, research and innovation sector.



1. Universities (UNIs)

The educational remit of Switzerland's universities is to offer degree programmes at
a high scientific and theory-based level and to undertake basic research. Many degree
programmes are offered only at these traditional universities, such as all humanities
degrees, many science degrees, and some engineering degrees. Besides the ten cantonal
universities, this type of university also includes the federal institutes of technology
and science. These 12 institutions have around 150,000 students enrolled.

2. Universities of Applied Sciences and Arts (UASAs)

The remit of the universities of applied sciences and arts is to
provide scientific and professional education, to conduct applied
research, and to promote cooperation with practice and industry.
Some degree programmes, such as landscape architecture and

applied sciences and arts. The same applies to degrees in music,
theatre, film, art, and design.

3. Universities of Teacher Education (UTEs) I i
Universities of teacher education offer practice-oriented training ©University of Basel
such as pre-primary education, primary education, secondary education | and I, special
needs education or continuing education for teachers. Various subject areas form the
basis of its academic and scientific work; they also participate in the work of the

international scientific community in this regard.

Swiss universities, universities of applied sciences and arts, and universities of teacher
education all strive for academic excellence. They fare well in conducting top-notch
research and in acquiring competition-based funding. Teaching in Swiss higher education
is much more than swotting up on theory or rushing from one exam to another. Nearly all
professors are involved in cutting-edge research projects and closely link their student-
centred teaching to their findings. Upon enrolment, you become part of a community
that supports your growth and academic development. Your contribution is requested,
and you are supposed to develop your own viewpoints. Professors and classmates will
eagerly challenge your viewpoints and thus empower you to defend them.



Furthermore, Swiss university education focuses strongly on the relationship between
knowledge and practice. The employability of their graduates is a major goal and relies
on close links between research, practice and teaching. Teaching is competence-oriented
and students are thus supported in acquiring skills they can put into practice in a work
environment. Whether you are looking for a Bachelor, a Master or a PhD programme,
Switzerland is the perfect choice for you.

Info and open days for prospective students are a good opportunity to get to know the
university and to discover what it's really like to study at that specific institution.
You will get the opportunity to familiarize yourself with the university of your choice,
and to meet some of the current students and teaching staff to hear about living and
studying there. You will be able to explore the campus and accommodation, and find
information on courses, finance, careers and student support services. You can also find
out all you need to know about the application process.

Interested? Find all the information you need and more on studying in Switzerland on
www.studyinswitzerland.plus.

TRADE OFFICE OF SWISS INDUSTRIES
oL W OB M WO
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HOGRAZ $12,000-$22,000
/N $7,800-$30,000
ERFTEERT $5,000-$20,000
B4 BARE $14,000-$35,000
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